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Rescued to Rescuing
by Brenda Mensah
Community development often begins with a type of rescue: a rescue from poverty, or poor health, or
oppression. One of our great privileges is seeing how God uses people to be his rescuers in difficult conditions.
In the book of Exodus in the Bible, there is a story of midwives who rescued newborns. Shiphrah and Puah
disobeyed the Pharoah's command to slaughter any male Israelite babies; instead, they let the boys live. One of
those boys was Moses, who grew up to be the leader of one of the most dramatic rescue events in Israel's
history: the Exodus from Egypt.
GRID and NEA have been working in Northern Ghana for over twenty-five years. This has been long
enough to see some of those rescued from poverty become, like Moses, rescuers themselves. This is one of the
most exciting and rewarding parts of the work that we do.
I think of people like Emmanuel Fatawu, who lost his father when he was about ten years old and then lost
the uncle who had stepped in to care for him. In desperation, he came to NEA and grew up as an adopted son.
He has since married, has three children and plays an integral part of the NEA agriculture program which
keeps on rescuing people from hunger.
I think of David, a brilliant young boy from the village of Tufuboi, a village that had not had a single
university graduate. David has graduated as a medical doctor and is rescuing the sick in the Tamale Hospital,
whilst waiting for the Carpenter Hospital doors to open.
I think of the thousands of women who have graduated from the peanut farming program who have
rescued themselves and their families from desperation.
I think of our pastors who are constantly involved in rescuing people from darkness and bringing them
into Christ’s light.
There are still many more in need of assistance, and we are grateful to God for you, our friends who
faithfully allow us to assist them. We hope that you will be encouraged knowing that because of your
generosity, new rescuers are emerging in Ghana who will extend the impact of your gifts even farther.

Thank You, Friends!

Dr. David and Brenda Mensah; photo by One Tree Studio

We wish to express our warmest thanks to all
who made the Ghana Hospital Fundraising
Dinner a wonderful event. We are truly
overwhelmed by the depth of support expressed
at this event. Thank you to our event sponsors,
Lawson Home Improvements, for stepping out
with us in this. And thank you to the many others
who contributed so significantly. It was an
evening to remember!
Any pledges to the hospital received by June
30th will be attributed to the event. Stay tuned!
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Leyaata Ane: Rescuing (More) Mothers and Babies
The Leyaata Ane Project, implemented by
Ghana Rural Integrated Development (GRID) and
Northern Empowerment Association (NEA), plans
to reduce maternal and infant mortality in over 160
rural communities in Northern Ghana. The
Government of Canada is providing funding for this
four-year project.

What this Project Involves
•

•

•

180 Community Health Volunteers will be
trained to conduct home visits, encouraging
families to plan for skilled assistance at birth
and educating them about care for newborns.
60 Health Workers will be trained to provide
safe care to mothers and newborns at birth.
They will also be given basic equipment — like
stethoscopes and infant respirators — to help
them save lives.
45 Health Facilities will be provided with
essential equipment for providing care around
birth. Some health facilities will receive basic
upgrades, like refrigeration, water source, and/
or a latrine.

Launching Leyaata Ane
In April 2016, Dr. Jennifer Wilson and Dr.
Carlye Jensen from Uxbridge Family Health Clinic
led the first training session for local Health
Workers. The focus of this training was infant
resuscitation using simple tools and international
standards for safe care at birth.

Dr. Jennifer
Wilson and Dr.
Carlye Jensen led
a week of training
for health
workers.

Health workers received tools and training that will enable them to
provide skilled care to mothers and newborns at birth.

835
babies’ lives were saved at birth by trained
health workers in 2014 - 2015
These rescues happened because nearly 30
birth attendants were trained and equipped
with simple tools to resuscitate babies at birth.
Through the Leyaata Ane Project, the number
of trained and equipped birth attendants in the
Carpenter area will double.
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NEA Income-Generating
Since its inception, NEA has embraced the goal of organizational self-sufficiency through incomegenerating. Through trial and error, NEA identifies business activities that can generate income for the
organization in Ghana. For example, NEA’s
aquaculture not only provides fish for local
NEA Annual Income Generated for Development
community ponds, but also sells fish for a modest
$526,000
“profit” that is re-invested in NEA development
programs.
NEA’s income-generating success means that the
organization is very stable. Their core operations are
not at risk if funding temporarily slows down. Skilled
and dedicated staff, who are the most important
resource in sustainable community development,
are supported using this income that is generated in
$235,000
the country.
Donations to GRID’s general fund are used by
NEA for three main purposes:
(1) to expand various sectors so that more
communities can be helped;
(2) to provide scholarships to young people;
2013
2014
2015
2016
(projected)
(3) to support the healthy growth of the local
church, particularly by training local leaders.

A Community
Rescuer
Isaac is well-known in his
community as someone who is
making a difference in the lives
of the very poor.
He was a successful local
trader, transporting goods to and
from communities for sale. Much
of his profit was used to assist
widows in his church, ensuring
that they had food to eat and that
their health insurance fees were
paid each year.
Last year Isaac was in a
serious accident and had to stop
work because of this accident.
The whole community was
affected. His church was

particularly distressed at the
situation, not only for him, but
for those he helped. They prayed
for a solution and discussed his
plight with NEA.
With the generous help of
donors, NEA was able to
purchase a Motor King (part
motorbike; part trailer) for Isaac
so that he could resume his
trading and transport business.
The Sunday that the Motor King
was delivered and handed over
was one of great celebration -the whole church rejoiced to see
Isaac restored to productive
work. His first assignment was
moving chairs after the service!
This is a beautiful example of
strong and sustainable
community development. The
provision of strategic assistance

to Isaac will see many more
helped, expanding the impact of
the gift many times over.

Isaac and his church family celebrate
the arrival of the Motor King.
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Contact Us
www.grid-nea.org

GRID Canada
PO Box 398
Milton, ON L9T 4Y9
T: 289-429-1099
F: 905-878-4597
E: grid@grid-nea.org

GRID USA
3204 Kristen Ct.
Bloomington, IN 47401
T: 812-339-7499
E: kbayless@grid-nea.org

The Leyaata Ane Project team with guests from Canada: Patrick (Finance and Data),
Dr. Carlye (Physician Trainer), Linda (Community Liaison), Rachel (Community
Liaison), Prosper (Volunteer Liaison), Lynnita (GRID Program Manager), Mumuni
(Health Liaison), & Dr. Jennifer (Physician Trainer)

NEA Staff: Leyaata Ane Project Team
NEA has been blessed with exceptional staff members who are
enthusiastic and committed to the work of sustainable development in
Northern Ghana. Our Leyaata Ane Project Team is no exception to this.
This team has the formidable task of maintaining the success of the
Leyaata Project in 80 communities, while expanding to 80 previously
unreached communities. They will coordinate closely with health
workers and community health volunteers to ensure that every mother
and newborn receives the best possible care at birth.
What is particularly exciting about this team is that three of the
members received scholarships from NEA to complete their education.
Rachel Nyemekye and Prosper Yeaka are graduates of the University
for Development Studies and already have a good deal of community
development experience. Linda Darko Yeboah graduated from the
University of Cape Coast where she pursued a B Ed.
We are also pleased to introduce Mumuni Nangmaan, who
managed Leyaata in the interim year, and Patrick Dadzie, who is
taking up the helm of Data and Finance to ensure that the good results
expected are accurately recorded.
Take a good look at their faces. Over the next four years you will
be hearing lots from them on the various aspects of this rescue
mission.

Donate
www.grid-nea.org/donate
donate by mail: cheques/checks
payable to GRID can be mailed to
one of the above addresses

GRID (Ghana Rural Integrated
Development) and NEA (Northern
Empowerment Association) are
partner organizations working to
alleviate poverty in Northern
Ghana. Motivated by Christ’s love,
our mission is to assist poor
communities to meet their basic
needs in a sustainable manner.
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