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“Labourers together with God …” 
by Brenda Mensah 

Certain happenings in Ghana really bring this 
statement from 1 Corinthians 3 into focus.   

For instance, last month, a very poisonous snake 
bit one of our staff when he was working in NEA’s 
peanut farm. The name of the snake in David’s 
language is “don’t bother to make porridge,” meaning 
that before you can make porridge for the snakebite 
victim to drink, he will be dead. 

One of the serious difficulties faced in the area by 
people bitten by snakes is that they need anti-snake-
venom (ASV) to be administered very quickly after 
the bite, but clinics and hospitals do not have this 
readily available. NEA has seen this gap in healthcare 
services and always keeps a supply  of ASV on hand 
in its refrigerator.  

Peter was treated rapidly with several vials (one 
or two is usually enough) but, when he wasn’t 
improving as quickly as expected, was taken to the 
nearest hospital. Here more vials from NEA’s stock 
and blood transfusions were given. 

Day and night he was cared for by:  
• Daniel, a pharmacy technician who has 
worked with the annual medical teams;  
• Emmanuel, one of NEA’s current scholars 
who is studying to become a pharmacist; 
• Eric, one of NEA’s scholars studying advanced 
anaesthesia.   
As they laboured over Peter, and kept us 

informed of the many ups and downs through the 
process, they continually reminded us to pray 
fervently as this was an extremely difficult case. 

In the end, Peter was referred to the large 
teaching hospital in Kumasi where more vials were 
given and additional treatment was provided. There 
were more ups and downs and more reminders to 
keep praying. In the end Peter received a hitherto 

unheard of amount of 41 vials of the anti-snake 
venom!   

He was recently released from hospital after 
nearly a month’s stay and is back home. 

You’ve heard about Peter before – he is the young 
man who lost his wife a couple of years ago in 
childbirth, but through the swift work of our Leyaata 
team, his baby daughter, Princess Elizabeth, was 
saved.    

We are thankful: thankful for the funds that help 
us keep a stock of anti-snake venom on hand at all 
times; thankful for our scholars and all the medical 
professionals who provided the best care possible for 
Peter; thankful that one day soon, there will be a 
hospital in the area to address this common 
occurrence; thankful that Princess has her father 
back; and thankful for the privilege of seeing God at 
work once again and His response to our cries on 
Peter’s behalf.

Peter’s care team and family wanted you to see this photo! 
Peter is in brown, second from the right. HIs daughter 
Princess is in front with her grandmother and aunt. Two of 
his care team — Eric and Emmanuel — are on the far left.
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by Brenda Mensah 
We’re pretty excited about 

our scholars – past and present.   
We see hopelessness turned to 
hope for every person we are able 
to provide tuition for.   

This year we anticipate 
supporting 50 students with 
annual scholarships ranging from 
$500 - $2500.  

Most of the tertiary students 
have already started back to 
school, and acceptance letters will 
soon be in for secondary school 
students. 

Tertiary students sign a letter 
that they will work with NEA for 
five years after their studies are 
completed. (Or, if NEA doesn’t 
have a job opening, they commit 
to working in northern Ghana for 
that time period.) 

Preparing our Future Hospital 
Staff 

We are thrilled to announce 
that our first medical doctor has 
graduated, and that another will 
graduate next year.  

This year, we have students in 
a full range of health- and 
administrative-related programs: 

• obstetrics specialization 
• medical doctor (2) 
• advanced anesthesia 
• physician assistant 
• nursing (2) 
• mental health 
• pharmacy (2) 
• lab technician 
• business 
• IT 
With the hospital on the 

horizon, it seems we’ve got a lot 
of the staff lined up already! 

Congratulations, Abraham! 
We are pleased to tell you that 

Abraham has completed an MBA 
with Distinction Honours in 
Hospital Administration. He will 
soon return to Ghana and apply 
his skills to the building and 
running of the planned Carpenter 
Hospital. 

Welcome, Naomi! 
We are happy to welcome 

Naomi, one of our most recent 
graduates in Integrated Business 
Studies, to the administrative 
team in Carpenter. We have 
watched Naomi grow from the 
primary school level and know 
that she will not only contribute 
greatly to the smooth running of 
the project, but will be a terrific 
role model to other young women 
in Carpenter.

Carpenter 
Hospital Update 
Along	with	all	of	the	good	

news	that	we	have	to	share	
with	you,	the	past	few	months	
have	also	brought	some	
sobering	reminders	of	the	
critical	need	for	quality	health	
care	in	the	region.	

Sarah,	a	mother	and	
grandmother	from	Carpenter,	
passed	away	due	to	
pneumonia.	Had	there	been	a	
hospital	in	the	area,	she	would	
have	been	treated	earlier	and,	
given	her	otherwise	excellent	
health,	recovered.	

A	10-year	old	boy	died	en	
route	to	a	hospital.	The	health	
compound	in	his	community	
didn’t	have	the	resources	to	
provide	IV	mediation,	and	the	
transfer	to	a	distant	hospital	
took	too	long.	

And	even	with	its	joyous	
outcome,	Peter’s	snakebite	
incident	highlighted	for	us	all	
that	the	very	sick	must	travel	
four	hours	for	care.	

We	are	more	convinced	
than	ever	that	Carpenter	needs	
a	hospital,	and	are	grateful	to	
see	our	fundraising	
progressing	on	that.	We	are	
over	halfway	there!		

By	God’s	grace,	we	hope	to	
start	construction	next	year.	
Please	keep	our	team	in	your	
prayers	as	we	plan	for	and	
work	toward	this	exciting	
development.
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In April 2016, Dr. Jennifer Wilson and Dr. Carlye 
Jensen trained 53 health workers in the techniques 
of infant resuscitation. We have been hearing 
reports back from these health workers of the 
difference that this training has made. 

Edith-Maud, a nurse in a small community 
health facility, successfully completed the training in 
April. Soon after, an adolescent mother who had lost 
her husband three months prior, arrived at Edith’s 
compound to give birth.  

When the baby was born, Edith recognized that 
he was not breathing and was very weak. She used 
the various steps she had learned in training to clear 
his airways and stimulate him. When he did not 
respond, she used the ventilation mask that had 
been supplied as part of the training. Eventually the 
baby started to breathe and was able to snuggle with 
his mother. 

Edith remarked, “Without this training, I would 
not have been able to save this baby. I am now very 
confident on the job. Thank you!”

Encouraging Health 
Workers and Saving Lives

Nurse Edith-Maud, grateful for the skills that 
enable her to save lives.

76
Babies have been resuscitated by 
these health workers since April 
2016.

The training that Edith-Maud participated in is 
the internationally-recognized “Helping Babies 
Breathe” program and is delivered as part of GRID 
and NEA’s Leyaata Ane Project. The Government of 
Canada is providing funding for this project. You can 
learn more or donate at www.grid-nea.org.

His young mother holds the healthy baby boy 
saved by Edith-Maud.

53 Health workers were trained to 
resuscitate infants.

160
Communities with access to 
health workers skilled in infant 
resuscitation.



Ghana Health Team 
The 2016 Ghana Health 

Team is our largest one yet, with 
50 Canadian and 14 European 
volunteers. Over the course of 
two weeks in November, they 
expect to offer nine free clinics 
in rural communities and 
complete about 250 life-saving 
surgeries. 

Please pray for team 
members as they prepare for a 
challenging but rewarding two 
weeks of service in northern 
Ghana.  

You can learn more at 
www.grid-nea.org/teams .
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Dr. David and Brenda Mensah

GRID (Ghana Rural Integrated 
Development) and NEA (Northern 

Empowerment Association) are 
partner organizations working to 

alleviate poverty in Northern 
Ghana. Motivated by Christ’s love, 

our mission is to assist poor 
communities to meet their basic 
needs in a sustainable manner.

Contact Us 
www.grid-nea.org 

GRID Canada 
PO Box 398  

Milton, ON   L9T 4Y9 

T: 289-429-1099 
F: 905-878-4597 

E: grid@grid-nea.org 
 

GRID USA 
3204 Kristen Ct.   

Bloomington, IN   47401 

T: 812-339-7499 
E: kbayless@grid-nea.org

Donate 
www.grid-nea.org/donate 

donate by mail: cheques/checks 
payable to GRID can be mailed to 

one of the above addresses

Motorcycles for Pastors 
As the number of churches in the region around Carpenter grows, 

so does the need for local church leadership. Each year, NEA brings 
emerging lay leaders and pastors together for training. During the rest 
of the year, experienced pastors visit other leaders to encourage, train, 
and counsel them. However, the geographic region that is now 
involved is immense and the travel time was becoming an unrealistic 
burden for senior pastors. 

Thanks to a generous donor, NEA was able to provide senior 
pastors with motorcycles. Now it will be possible for them to regularly 
visit new churches. We’re excited to see the church growing and 
committed leaders like these pastors stepping forward.

Beanies & Blankets 
Thank you for the hand-

made newborn hats and 
blankets! They are greatly 
appreciated by health workers 
and parents alike.
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